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SUB J : ONE KILLED IN POLITICAL DEMONSTRATION 

1 . A VILLAGE-LEVEL UNITED NATIONAL PARTY (UNP) POLITICAL WORKER 
WAS KILLED AND TWELVE OTHERS SERIOUSLY INIURED MARCH 20 WHEN 
A UNP DEMONSTRATION IN DEVINUWARA WAS BROKEN UP BY LOCAL SRI 
LANKA FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP) MEMBERS WITH BOTTLES AND HOMEMADE 
BOMBS. THE PREMEDITATED ATTACK IS ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN PLANNED 
BY FORMER SENATOR DICKSON SILVA, SLFP ORGANIZER FOR THE CON- 
STITUENCY, AND CHAIRMAN, CEYLON FISHERIES CORPORATION. THE 
POLICE ARE REPORTEDLY LOOKING FOR SILVA AND FOURTEEN OTHERS 
AND ALREADY HAVE ARRESTED TEN SUSPECTS. 

2. THE INCIDENT HAS SO FAR BEEN ALMOST BLACKED OUT IN THE 
ENGLISH PRESS, WITH THE DAILY NEWS FINALLY PRINTING A SHORT 
NOTICE MARCH 23 THAT SUSPECTS HAD BEEN ARRESTED, BUT GIVING 
NO EXPLICIT INDICATION THAT THE ATTACK HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH 
POLITICS. IN AN UNFORTUNATE JUXTAPOSITION, THE DAILY NEWS 
EDITORIAL OF THE SAME DAY ATTACKED UNP "VIOLENCE AND INTIMI- 
DATION." THE UNP SINHALA DAILY HAD A LENGTHY ARTICLE WHICH 
AMONG OTHER ACCUSATIONS ALLEGED THAT THE ATTACKERS HAD BEEN 
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TRANSPORTED IN TRUCKS OF "A CERTAIN GOVERNMENT CORPORATION" 
(PRESUMABLY FISHERIES). 

3. THE FAR SOUTHERN CONSTITUENCY OF DEVINUWARA IS A PARTI- 
CULARLY HOT SPOT POLITICALLY, IN PART BECAUSE THE SITTING M.P., 
RONNIE DE MEL, WAS ELECTED IN 1970 AS A SLFP'ER BUT DEFECTED 
AND IS NOW A PROMINENT MEMBER OF THE UNP. IN ADDITION, THE 
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DAY BEFORE THE DEVINUWARA INCIDENT, THERE HAD REPORTEDLY BEEN 
VIOLENCE INSTIGATED BY UNP FOLLOWERS IN THE ADJOINING CON- 
STITUENCY OF MATARA, WHERE A COMMUNIST PARTY RALLY WAS BEING 
HELD. TENSION IN THE AREA MAY BE FURTHER EXACERBATED BY THE 
ANNOUNCED ENTRACE INTO THE DEVINUWARA RACE OF EX-INSURGENT 
MAHINDA WIJESEKERA, ON HIS MVP PARTY TICKET. 

4. COMMENT: THIS VIOLENCE IS AN INDICATION OF HOW HIGH FEELINGS 
ARE RUNNING IN THE PRE-ELECTION PERIOD; IT IS A GLOOMY FORE- 
BODING FOR THE COMING CAMPAIGN. THE ONLY ENCOURAGING ASPECT 
IS THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO ALLEGATIONS OF POLICE IMPROPRIETIES. 

THE POLICE APPARENTLY DID THEIR BEST TO BREAK UP THE BRAWL AND 
ARE NOW PURSUING THE CASE VIGOROUSLY. 

REED 
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